Welcome family and friends. I am so happy to welcome you to the wedding ceremony of Michael and Larissa.  How amazing and fortunate are we to gather here this evening, in this beautiful resort, on this beautiful island, but most especially, with such a beautiful couple as Michael and Larissa.  Both Michael and Larissa are truly happy that so many of you who mean so much to them are here to share and celebrate this, their very magical wedding day.  I welcome you all and bless you with these words:  
Bruchim Haba’im:  “Blessed be you who have come together today to celebrate this happy occasion.  We have gathered together to celebrate the wedding of Larissa and Michael, two people who surely complement each other in all the best ways.  These two stories had separate beginnings, but from today forward they form one narrative, the story of Michael and Larissa together, of which we are all a part.
Before we begin our ceremony, we would like to take a moment to remember loved ones who are no longer here with us in this physical world, but whose presence we remember and honor, with love.  They would have certainly shared a very special place in this celebration today.

We remember
Nathan Fox, Irene Krew, Samuel Krew

May their memories be for a blessing

Ketubah Ceremony
Mention that they have one, and signed it.

Prior to the ceremony, Michael & Larissa signed their ketubah in the presence of their immediate family.  The ketubah originally was used as a contract between bride and groom.  It provided for each person’s financial, and conjugal obligations, but today, the wording that is chosen is more egalitarian, and represents more of the ongoing commitment every day that in our busy lives, we sometimes forget to honor.  Today, we consider it to be a beautiful, artistic reminder of that commitment, as we know it will be placed in a special place, in Michael & larissa’s home.  
Chuppa

We are standing under this “Chuppah”. Michael and Larissa, you each bring special attributes with you to this Chuppa.  This Chuppah symbolizes the Shelter or Home that the two of you have elected to create as Husband and Wife, from this day forward.

This Chuppa is understood as a sign of Gods presence at this wedding, just as God will be present in the home being established by you, today, under this canopy.

You will notice that this Chuppa has no walls.  This suggests the tent of our Patriarch Abraham, who was known for his kindness and hospitality, his open tent flaps always welcomed visitors.

We pray that your home, like our Patriarch Abraham's home, shall always be filled with JOY, Hospitality and Abundance.  Everyone who knows you knows how important friend and family are to you.  This is a strong symbol of your future together as husband and wife, because you wish for your home to be a gathering place for many happy occasions together.
Wine Ceremony

(Kiddush)

Wine is a symbol of Joy in Judaism.  Good wine improves with age, as it is with two good people who marry and build a life together.  If they treat the relationship right, like good wine, it will only improve with age.  The wine also represents your lives.  The dryness suggests challenges in life the future inevitably will hold, but your burdens will be halved as you share it together.  The sweetness suggests the joys and happiness you are sure to behold, but it will be all the more sweeter, for you will share that joy together.  Larissa & Michael will share one cup together to signify their coming-together as a family.
(Blessing sung in Hebrew)  Borei P’re Hagafen
Blessed are you, Adonoy our G_d, Ruler of the universe, who has created the fruit of the vine. (Both drink from one cup of wine.)

Seven Blessings/Sheva B´rachot
Say in Hebrew and English

(I read –Tallit wrapped around both)

In a traditional Jewish wedding ceremony the Bride circles the groom seven times which represents the Kabbalistic idea of the earth revolving around the sun seven times to complete the creation.  Today I place the tallit around Michael and Larissa to symbolize the idea of wholeness and completion and to define a protective circle around them. I recite the seven blessings (Sheva Barochot) which begins with the traditional recitation of the blessing over the 2nd cup of wine.
The blessings I invoke join the new couple to their new community of other married couples, and we pray for them to live a life of celebration and joy in their community.
Baruch Ata Adonai Elohenu Melech Haolam Boreh Pri Hagafen

Amen

We praise you Adonai Our God, Ruler of the Universe, who has created the Fruit of the Vine,

Baruch ata Adonai eloheinu melech haolam, shehakol barah lichvodo

We praise you Adonai Our God, Ruler of the Universe, all of whose creation reflects your Glory.

Baruch ata Adonai eloheinu melech haolam, yotzer ha-Adam

We praise you Adonai Our God, Ruler of the Universe, Creator of the Human person, and of this bride and groom.

Baruch ata Adonai eloheinu melech haolam, asher yatzar et haadam b’tzalmo, b’tzelem d’moot tiv’neeto, v’heetkeel lo mimenu banyan adey ad.  Baruch ata Adonai, yotzer ha-Adam.

We praise you Adonai Our God, Ruler of the Universe, who has made us in your own image, after thy likeness, and has established Marriage for the fulfillment and perpetuation of Life in accordance with your Holy purpose.

Shosh taseet v’tageyl ha-akarah, b’kibutz baneha l’tocha b’simcha.  Baruch ata Adonai, m’sameach Tziyon b’vaneyha

We praise you Adonai Our God, Ruler of the Universe.  We praise you as the Creator of Man and Woman who maketh Zion joyful through her children.

Sameach t’samach reyim ha-ahuvim k’sameyach y’tzircha b’gan eyden mikedem.  Baruch ata Adonai, m’samayach hatan v’chalah.

We praise you Adonai Our God, Ruler of the Universe, source of all gladness and joy.  Grant that the love that unites bride and groom will gladden their souls, May there be peace in their home, quietness and confidence in their hearts. May their happiness and joy be like the first couple in the Garden of Eden.

Baruch ata Adonai eloheinu melech haolam.  Asher bara sason v’simcha, hatan v’chala, geelah rinah, ditza v’ched’nah, ahava v’achava, v’shalom v’reyut, mheyra Adonai eloheinu yisama b’arey y’hudah uv’chutzot yirushalayim, kol sason, v’kol simcha, kol chatan, vkol kalah, kol m’tzhalot chateynim m’chupatam un’arim mimsh’tey n’ginatam.  Baruch ata Adonai, m’s’meyach chatan im hakalah.

We praise you Adonai Our God, Ruler of the Universe, who unites the

Bride and groom in Holy Union, who created joy and gladness, groom and bride, merriment, song, dance, and delight, love and harmony, peace and companionship.  Adonai our God, may there soon be heard in the cities of Judah and the streets of Jerusalem the voice of joy and the voice of gladness, the voice of the groom and the voice of the bride, the joyous voices of the wedded , and of young people feasting and singing.  Blessed are You, Adonai, who gladden the groom together, with the bride. 
Ring Ceremony
Index then ring

The wearing of a wedding ring is the outer sign of your inner commitment

It says to all the world, “I am my beloved, and my beloved is mine.”  We place the wedding band on our hands in two stages:  First, it is placed on the right forefinger, and then it is moved to the traditional ring finger of the left hand.  We do this for two reasons:


The first is that marriage is a free will act of commitment.  You freely choose to be each with the other.


The second is that the forefinger of the right hand is called the heart finger, for a vein runs from that finger directly to the heart.  Thus, when your rings are exchanged, you are in fact speaking Heart to Heart, and thus, it is appropriate that the ring touch the heart finger.

Michael,  place this ring on Larissa’s right forefinger and recite 

the words that will establish your covenant of marriage:
“I GIVE TO YOU THIS RING TO WEAR UPON YOUR HAND

AS A SYMBOL OF OUR UNITY

YOU ARE MY BELOVED AND MY FRIEND

I TAKE YOU TO BE MY WIFE,

TOGETHER TO LOVE, TO WORK, TO SHARE, 

AND TO DISCOVER A FULLER AND RICHER LIFE.”

Larissa, please take this ring and place it on Michael’s right forefinger 

and recite the words that will confirm your covenant of marriage:

“I GIVE YOU THIS RING TO WEAR UPON YOUR HAND

AS A  SYMBOL OF OUR UNITY.

YOU ARE MY BELOVED AND MY FRIEND.

I TAKE YOU TO BE MY HUSBAND,

TOGETHER TO LOVE, TO WORK, TO SHARE,

AND TO DISCOVER A FULLER AND RICHER LIFE."
Now , each of you take the ring from your right forefinger, and while moving it to your ring finger on your left hands, please repeat these words after me:

Harey at m’kudeshet, li b’taba-at zu, k’dat moshe v’Yisrael.

By this ring you are consecrated to me in accordance with the traditions of Moses and Israel.
 
Shehecheyanu

On all first occasions or to acknowledge a new experience, it is our Jewish custom to recite a blessing known as “Shehecheyanu”.

Baruch ata Adonai, eloheinu melech haolam, sh’hecheyiyanu, V Kiyimanu,

V hig iyanu, Lazman Hazeh. 

A-Main
Cantor’s comments
The first time I had the pleasure of meeting Michael and Larissa, I found out instantly that their inner beauty was just as magnificent as their outer beauty.  For all of you, having known both Michael and Larissa as closely as you do, it is a natural fact that they are just a beautiful couple, inside and out – but even for those who don’t know them – that fact is clear to see, in just a moment in their presence.

But the beauty of their personalities blossomed like a flower to me, as I had the chance to speak privately with them, about their lives together, how they grew together over the years, and how today, they form the most natural partnership – truly meant to be.  It became clear to me that Larissa and Michael were created for each other, long before the beginning of time.  Their lives grew together in the most precious way, at just the right time, the way it was supposed to be.  Their meeting first happened over 10 years ago, but it was not yet quite time for them to join lives, though each of them made a truly significant impression on each other at the time they met.  Their mutual attraction, and friendship needed time to cultivate – about 8 years, to be exact, and just at the right time, in just the right way, in just the right place, it happened.  From completely different places in life, Michael and Larissa found each other in their paths.  From that first meeting, when they felt an instant attraction, through the 8 years, when suddenly, somehow, through life’s ups and downs, Larissa always found Michael there for her, at just the right time, and in just the fight place.  
This is a couple that truly treasures the other’s presence in their lives.  The balance they share between each other is remarkable.  To listen to their stories, sometimes it’s hard to imagine that they WOULD have come together, as they both had such incredibly different upbringings, backgrounds, and experiences.  But today, it is their differences that make them strong, the lessons they each learned in life, the way they look at things, they balance each other, and they teach each other, and every day – the love, the bond, and the commitment grows.

As I spoke with each of them about who they are to each other today, again, it is clear that this is an unconditional love, grounded in love, support, understanding, and compassion.  When Larissa has a headache, Michael rubs her head.  When Michael is down, Larissa’s positive energy picks him up, and together, they provide just the right amount of love and compassion to each other, each supporting the other for the greater benefit of their relationship, over any personal benefit to themselves as individuals.

Michael even told me, that he realized he and Larissa were meanto to be together, when he realized that they were far better off together, than as individuals, and that here, through the years, their souls have grown together as one.

For their future, Michael and Larissa hold their family values closest to their hearts.  They know that they want to celebrate everything life has to offer with their families, and with their friends, and most especially, with each other.  It’s only fitting that they begin their life’s adventure together, here, in the Bahamas – on the very first of many adventures they plan to experience together, over their lives together.  On their adventure, with G-d’s blessing, children will certainly come their way, and Michael and Larissa will make amazing parents.  Until then, it is their commitment to each other to grow even closer, and more supportive of each other every day, to protect their love, and give it plenty of time and space to continue to grow – for each other, and for themselves, because they want to pass those values on to their children.  It truly is important to love ourselves, before we love each other, so they commit the proper effort, time and space to allow all of their love to grow – with and around each other, their friends, their families, in soon, their children.
Today begins your adventure in life, joined as husband and wife.  Your friends, your family, and I pray that only goodness and joy should come into your lives.  May your lives be filled with happiness and abundance, health, love, blessings, and treasure.  May 
G-d bless you together, every day of your lives, And let us all say,

Amen
Birkat Kohanim  

It is traditional at a Jewish wedding for the Cohain’s to bless the groom and bride.  I would like to do so, but with a contemporary song representing the Birchat Ha Cohaneem  
Y’VRECH’CHA

(Priestly Blessing)

    G                     C                D                        C                     D                        C, G
Y’varech’cha Adonai v’yishm’recha May God bless you with good and keep you safe

    G                    C                 D                         C                    D                         C, G 
Ya-eir Adonai panav eilecha vichuneka May God be with you and be kind to you

   Em               Bm                D              C                   D        C, G
Yisa Adonai panav, panav eilecha V’yaseim l’cha shalom, shalom

  Em                 Bm               D              C                   D        C, G
Yisa Adonai panav, panav eilecha V’yaseim l’cha shalom, shalom

                 G          Em          C          D                  C                           D
May you always know that God is close And may God give you the gift,

                       C, G

the gift of peace

May you always know that God is close And may God give you the gift,

the gift of peace

Breaking the Glass

In concluding our ceremony, I remind you that like glass, life is fragile and you must treat your relationship with special care, for like glass, it is strong enough to hold your love, yet fragile enough to break.  And when the glass is now shattered, it is a cue for all of those present to make your joy felt-as a great wave of exultation, by shouting “Mazel Tov”. (break glass)
PRONOUNCEMENT:

Larissa & Michael,
"IN THE PRESENCE OF YOUR FAMILY AND FRIENDS AS WITNESSES, YOU HAVE SPOKEN THE WORDS AND PERFORMED THE RITES WHICH UNITE YOUR LIVES.

THEREFORE, IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE TRADITIONS OF THE FAITH OF THE PEOPLE OF ISRAEL, AND THE LAWS OF THE STATE OF FLORIDA, I NOW DECLARE YOU, Michael & Larissa, HUSBAND AND WIFE.  Michael, you may now kiss your bride.
“DEAR FAMILY AND FRIENDS, MAY I NOW PRESENT TO YOU, MR. AND MRS. Michael Sykes
Recessional Song:
