GREETING

Welcome family and friends. Simon and Nicole are truly happy that those of you who mean so much to them are here to share and celebrate this, their wedding day.  I welcome you all and bless you with these words:  “Blessed be you who have come here in dedication to all that is loving, good and sacred.  We bless you and welcome you in joy.  May the Source of life sustain you.  May all that is noble and true in the universe inspire your lives together and bring peace to all humankind.”

Memorial

Let us take a moment at this time to remember special loved ones, who although no longer here in body, have joined us today in spirit, with a moment of silence, A-main.
Memorial names:  Hy Dritz, Micky Dritz, David Fish.  Danny Dritz, Art Dritz
Dale Dunlap 

Chuppa

This Chuppa is understood as a sign of Gods presence at this wedding, just as God will be present in the home being established by you, Simon & Nicole, today, under this canopy.  You will notice that this Chuppa has no walls.  This reminds us of the tent of our Patriarch Abraham, who was known for his kindness and hospitality, whose open tent flaps always welcomed visitors.
Simon and Nicole, you each bring special attributes with you to this Chuppa.  This Chuppah symbolizes the Shelter or Home that the two of you have elected to create as Husband and Wife, from this day forward.  We pray that your home, like our Patriarch Abraham's home, shall always be filled with JOY, Hospitality and Abundance.
Wine Ceremony

(Kiddush)

Wine is a symbol of Joy in Judaism.  It represents the sweetness that we wish for Simon & Nicole for their lifetime.  Good wine improves with age, as it is with two good people who marry and build a life together.  If they treat the relationship right, like good wine, it will only improve with age.  The wine also represents your lives.  The dryness suggests challenges in life the future inevitably will hold, but your burdens will be halved as you share it together.  The sweetness suggests the joys and happiness you are sure to behold, but it will be all the more sweeter, for you will share that joy together.  
Family Reading by Stan Dritz
"Let there be spaces in your togetherness,

And let the winds of the heavens dance between you.

Love one another, but make not a bond of love.

Let it rather be a moving sea between the shores of your souls.

Sing and dance together and be joyous

But let each one of you be alone, even as the strings of a lute are alone.

Though they quiver with the same music, 

Give your hearts but not into each other's keeping.
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For only the hand of life can contain your hearts.

And stand together yet not too near together:

For the pillars of the temple stand apart,

And the oak tree and the cypress grow

Not in each other's shadows."



Seven Blessings/Sheva B´rachot

In a traditional Jewish wedding ceremony the Bride circles the groom seven times which represents the Kabbalistic idea of the earth revolving around the sun seven times to complete the creation.  
Baruch Ata Adonai Elohenu Melech Haolam Boreh Pri Hagafen

Amen

We praise you Our God, Ruler of the Universe, who has created the Fruit of the Vine,

Baruch ata Adonai eloheinu melech haolam, shehakol barah lichvodo

We praise you Adonai Our God, Ruler of the Universe, all of whose creation reflects your Glory.

Baruch ata Adonai eloheinu melech haolam, yotzer ha-Adam

We praise you Adonai Our God, Ruler of the Universe, Creator of the Human person, and of this bride and groom.

Baruch ata Adonai eloheinu melech haolam, asher yatzar et haadam b’tzalmo, b’tzelem d’moot tiv’neeto, v’heetkeel lo mimenu banyan adey ad.  Baruch ata Adonai, yotzer ha-Adam.

We praise you Adonai Our God, Ruler of the Universe, who has made us in your own image, after thy likeness, and has established Marriage for the fulfillment and perpetuation of Life in accordance with your Holy purpose.

Shosh taseet v’tageyl ha-akarah, b’kibutz baneha l’tocha b’simcha.  Baruch ata Adonai, m’sameach Tziyon b’vaneyha

We praise you Adonai Our God, Ruler of the Universe.  We praise you as the Creator of Man and Woman who maketh Zion joyful through her children.

Sameach t’samach reyim ha-ahuvim k’sameyach y’tzircha b’gan eyden mikedem.  Baruch ata Adonai, m’samayach hatan v’chalah.

We praise you Adonai Our God, Ruler of the Universe, source of all gladness and joy.  Grant that the love that unites bride and groom will gladden their souls, May there be peace in their home, quietness and confidence in their hearts. May their happiness and joy be like the first couple in the Garden of Eden.

Baruch ata Adonai eloheinu melech haolam.  Asher bara sason v’simcha, hatan v’chala, geelah rinah, ditza v’ched’nah, ahava v’achava, v’shalom v’reyut, mheyra Adonai eloheinu yisama b’arey y’hudah uv’chutzot yirushalayim, kol sason, v’kol simcha, kol chatan, vkol kalah, kol m’tzhalot chateynim m’chupatam un’arim mimsh’tey n’ginatam.  Baruch ata Adonai, m’s’meyach chatan im hakalah.

We praise you Adonai Our God, Ruler of the Universe, who unites the

Bride and groom in Holy Union, who created joy and gladness, groom and bride, merriment, song, dance, and delight, love and harmony, peace and companionship.  Adonai our God, may there soon be heard in the cities of Judah and the streets of Jerusalem the voice of joy and the voice of gladness, the voice of the groom and the voice of the bride, the joyous voices of the wedded , and of young people feasting and singing.  Blessed are You, Adonai, who gladden the groom together, with the bride. 
Sand Ceremony 
Simon & Nicole  have chosen a sand ceremony, to signify their coming together as a married couple, by combining 2 separate colors of sand.  As they each take their chosen color, they combine the sands in a single jar..  As the grains of sand come together, just as Simon & Nicole have, we are reminded that they become eternally enmeshed together, never able to separate one from the other, as they existed before today.  But as we join the sand together, a new color appears, but yet, the original still exists, within its new surroundings.  Simon & Nicole, may you never lose your original form, as that is who you are, and what brought you to each other.  But may you live harmoniously together, loving, and accepting of your similarities and differences, for the rest of your lives.

Shehecheyanu

On all first occasions or to acknowledge a new experience, it is our Jewish custom to recite a blessing known as “Shehecheyanu”.

Baruch ata Adonai, eloheinu melech haolam, sh’hecheyiyanu, V Kiyimanu,

V hig iyanu, Lazman Hazeh.  A-Main
Cantor’s comments
Simon & Nicole, Together, the two of you have prepared to be united, not exactly as one person, but rather, as two people now sharing one life together.  Through your relationship, you have come to know, appreciate, respect and love each other.  Although your experiences are different, - you came from different cultures, faiths, you share the same goals and ideals.  Today you are making the deepest commitment of your lives as you acknowledge your intention to be married and with it your promise of trust and devotion to each other.  Your combined contributions to each other and your relationship make up the love and affection that we all look for and, when we find it, we cherish it forever.  
A marriage is many things.  But a good marriage is a relationship of love.  To be in love means to have a deep sense of identification with another person.  It is to live in the life of that person, feeling his or her joys and troubles as if they were your own.  And, when two people are truly in love, each is concerned with helping the other become what he or she ought to be.  A couple wants to nourish the best qualities within each other, and the two of you work diligently in your relationship to make that happen.

Here you stand today, in very close proximity to that first ride together on the Water Taxi, here in Ft. Lauderdale.  Fate worked in wondrous ways for you both.  Nicole, as you were here on vacation, you and some friends took a ride on that water taxi, and it was there that you met Simon.  You exchanged some brief conversations, but never expected once you left the taxi that you would ever see each other again.  As fate would have it, you then missed your intended taxi to come back, and lo and behold, there was Simon’s taxi, to take you back to where you began for the evening.  It was then that Simon promised to take you back to where you needed to go, and as we say it – the rest was history.  From there you each began your very special relationship together, and it grew.  You carefully moved forward, dating long distance, visiting back and forth, until you finally chose to move to Sunny South florida.  And again, the rest was history.  As we spoke about the significance of your wedding, and having your closest friends and family here in florida, rather than in Ohio, you each felt it was important for your family to get to know you as a couple in the place that you will establish your home, and your lives together.  You are both incredibly strong, and you stand strong in support of each other as a couple.  

As you nurture your marriage, remember that love grows with an understanding mind, a compassionate, helpful heart and a forgiving, loving nature.  I hope that you never lose interest in each other’s dreams, never lose desire of each other’s love, and never lose happiness in each others’ accomplishments.  
In sharing the most intimate relationship of husband and wife, there will be times of stress, sacrifice and sorrow.  May you face them together and overcome adversity with the same love, understanding, and faith in each other that you feel at this very moment.  You should both be very proud of the lives you have built together, and I hope you not only rejoice at the moment of your marital blessing, but that you are celebrating that blessing with friends and family who mean so much to you,  in the place that brings so much meaning to your lives.  May every day in your lives be a festive celebration, and a reminder of where you began, so you may always appreciate how far you have come – together.  AMEN
RING CEREMONY

Dear God, bless and sanctify the love that Simon and Nicole have for each other.

May their rings always be a symbol of their true faith in each other 

and always remind them of their love.

The wearing of a wedding ring is the outer sign of your inner commitment. 

It says to all the world, "I am my beloved's and my beloved is mine."  

Simon,  place this ring on your bride's ring finger and recite  

the words that will establish your covenant of marriage:

“I GIVE TO YOU THIS RING TO WEAR UPON YOUR HAND

AS A SYMBOL OF OUR UNITY

YOU ARE MY BELOVED AND MY FRIEND

I TAKE YOU TO BE MY WIFE,

TOGETHER TO LOVE, TO WORK, TO SHARE, 

AND TO DISCOVER A FULLER AND RICHER LIFE.”
Nicole please take this ring and place it on Simon’s ring finger and 

recite the words that will confirm your covenant of marriage:

“I GIVE TO YOU THIS RING TO WEAR UPON YOUR HAND

AS A SYMBOL OF OUR UNITY

YOU ARE MY BELOVED AND MY FRIEND

I TAKE YOU TO BE MY WIFE,

TOGETHER TO LOVE, TO WORK, TO SHARE, 

AND TO DISCOVER A FULLER AND RICHER LIFE.”
Love is the eternal force of life.
Love is the force that allows us to face fear and uncertainty with courage.
But although you will be sharing one life, never forget you are two separate people.
Cherish and affirm your differences.
Love each other. Keep your commitment primary. Together you will laugh and cry, be sick and well, be happy and angry, share and grow. Grow sometimes together, sometimes separately."
Let each of us assembled here today offer a prayer and ask God to bless this union of Simon and Nicole.  
"May the Lord bless you and keep you,
May the Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you,
May God give you grace never to sell yourself short,
Grace to risk something big for something good,
Grace to remember that the world is now too dangerous
for anything but truth; and too small for anything but love.
So, may God take your minds and think through them,
May God take your lips and speak through them,
May God take your hearts and set them on fire.
May God lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace. 
AMEN
Breaking the Glass 
In concluding our ceremony, I remind you that like glass, life is fragile and you must treat your relationship with special care, for like glass, it is strong enough to hold your love, yet fragile enough to break.  And when the glass is now shattered, it is a cue for all of those present to make your joy felt-as a great wave of exultation, by shouting “Mazel Tov”. (break glass)
PRONOUNCEMENT:

Simon & Nicole,
"IN THE PRESENCE OF YOUR FAMILY AND FRIENDS AS WITNESSES, YOU HAVE SPOKEN THE WORDS AND PERFORMED THE RITES WHICH UNITE YOUR LIVES.

THEREFORE, IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE TRADITIONS OF OUR FAITHS, AND THE LAWS OF THE STATE OF FLORIDA, I NOW DECLARE YOU, Simon & Nicole, HUSBAND AND WIFE.  
Simon, you may now kiss your bride.
 YICHUD - Explain
“DEAR FAMILY AND FRIENDS, MAY I NOW PRESENT TO YOU, MR. AND MRS. Simon Dritz
YICHUD - Explain
